To Katie’s Mom and Dad,                                                                                        3/30/06

First I want to say thank you for raising such a beautiful woman of God.  Even though I didn’t know her very long, it was very evident that she had a true and committed passion for her Lord.

I had the joy of meeting Katie at Christian Life Retirement Center last fall while she was serving in her first RMC track.  When I first met her, I was so impressed by the way she could put people at ease—probably because she was such a real and genuine person.  Not only was she easy and fun to be around, but she spread joy wherever she went.  I was always excited to see her because she would put sunshine into my day.  She had such a sparkle in her eye.  I will dearly miss that sparkle and the light that shined so brightly from inside of her.
I remember one time I was telling her about a friend of mine I was going to visit (who is not a Christian).  Katie stopped everything so we could pray for my friend.  She was someone who truly cared.  Someone this wonderful had to have been raised in an amazing home with very loving parents.

It has to be so hard for you to let go of someone this special even though we know she’s with Jesus.  If I hurt this much after knowing her for just 6 short months, I can’t even imagine your pain.  Thank you for letting us have her here in Rockford.  She left a lasting impression on our residents at the Retirement Center.  One time she bought one of the ladies her favorite kind of pie.  She also made sure to talk to her about the Lord and make sure she was ready to meet Him.
Katie made me want to be more like Jesus.  She made an impression on me that will last a lifetime and beyond.

Thank you for raising such a beautiful daughter!  I will miss her and that beautiful sparkle!

Love,

Linda Johnson
